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Strong Supporters of GMHA Prominent 

Among New Committee Chairmen in 2011 Legislature

Most folks who follow the activities of the state legislature on a regular basis know that while what happens on the floors of each chamber is what usually makes the nightly news, a bulk of the real work at the Capitol goes on in the committees.  In layman’s terms, chairing a committee, especially a “major’ committee, is a big deal.   Both the House and the Senate announced major changes in committee leadership last week, and I’m pleased to tell you that several legislators who have consistently shown respect and support for our industry were elevated to new positions of leadership for the 2011 session.


Two of the most powerful committees in the House are Appropriations (budget writing) and Ways and Means (all tax-related bills must originate and pass through this committee).  Rep. Terry England (Auburn), the new chair of Appropriations, sponsored the fire sprinkler bill last year that was so important to GMHA and the homebuilding industry in Georgia.  Rep. Mickey Channell (Greensboro) has represented the district that is home to Horton Homes for 17 years, and understands our industry as well as any elected official anywhere.  He takes over as chair of Ways & Means from Rep. Larry O’Neal (Warner Robins), who has moved up to become Majority Leader in the House. 

On the Senate side, we are thrilled to report that Sen. Greg Goggans (Douglas) is the new chairman of the Senate Insurance & Labor Committee. Most of you know that the regulation of our industry at the state level is done through the Insurance Commissioner’s office.  We only have six HUD-code plants left in the state of Georgia, and four of them are located in Senator Goggan’s district.  That’s important. Sen. Johnny Grant (Milledgeville) and Sen. Jim Butterworth (Cornelia) are also among the 18 new committee chairs in the Senate, and both have consistently expressed their support for the manufactured housing industry.  And we would be remiss if we didn’t take this opportunity to again thank Senator John Bulloch, returning chair of the Agriculture and Consumer Affairs Committee, for all his hard work and leadership in sponsoring our legislation last year that removed the age-based local restrictions on pre-owned homes. 

GMHA is blessed to have a large number of legislators who support us and are always willing to give us an ear on issues that are important to us.  We know that many of our members work at establishing a line of communication appreciate their state legislators, and we can’t thank you enough for your efforts.

Date set for next GMHA Board of Directors Meeting

The next meeting of the GMHA Board of Directors will be Thursday, February 17, in Atlanta.  We are exploring the idea of holding the meeting at or near the State Capitol so that we might combine it with an opportunity for our Board, and any members who would like to join us, to visit the Capitol and see their legislators in action.
News from MHI


Late last year, MHI was one of 150 top Washington, D.C. trade associations to receive a request from the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform on existing or proposed regulations that would adversely affect the business sector and impact job creation.  MHI submitted its response last week and focused on the 2011 priorities for our industry and our customers: 1) Dodd-Frank and SAFE Act regulation, 2) re-establishing manufactured housing as a priority at HUD, including the importance of a non-career administrator, 3) lack of GSE implementation on the “duty to serve” manufactured housing (as required by the MH Act of 2000), and 4) barriers that dual oversight from two separate federal agencies (HUD and the Dept. of Energy) will have on housing affordability.

While there are certainly many other issues vital to manufactured housing, there can be no doubt that progress in the four areas above is imperative if our industry is to regain its place of importance in the overall housing industry in America.
And in case you missed this in last weeks News & Views
Hopefully, Some Positive Trends (That You Probably Won’t Read in Your Local Paper)


My colleague in Minnesota, Mark Brunner, included the following information in a presentation to his members at their annual meeting.  I believe it is information that you should know.


Over one-half of all homes in the U.S. are headed by a single head of household, and that number is expected to grow exponentially; many of these singles are Baby Boomers, who along with their married Boomer counterparts, will continue downsizing, seeking smaller and more affordable homes as they become empty nesters and retirees.


One of the most notable changes being reported by developers around the nation, and contrary to conventional wisdom of planners; unlike their parents when reaching retirement age, Baby Boomers have little interest in moving to an “adults only” living arrangement.  Instead, they seek to remain active and prefer an all-age living environment, wanting to be surrounded by children and active families.  They are after all, the generation that idolized perpetual youth and will enjoy a life expectancy well beyond their parents’ and grandparents’ generations.  Baby Boomers choosing to reside in all-age living arrangements is particularly good news for affordable, yet quality housing with less square footage; representing a new market of prospective home buyers and residents.


Finally, and perhaps the brightest star on the horizon with respect to an industry rebound, is the fact that the largest wave of first-time homebuyers ever to hit the housing market, known  as “Millennials”, is about to arrive.  Millennials will be the driving force coming out of the current housing recession and will dominate the single-family housing market for the next 40 years.  Baby Boomers are on their way out as being a player in the housing market and as the engine driving the economy in general.

Things you need to know about Millennials

1. Bigger than the Baby Boomer generation at 80 million strong.
2. Peak first time home buyer is 31 years old.

3. Millennials today are 10 to 29 years old.

4. The size of new homes is decreasing down over 300 square feet from the peak and will continue to decline as Millennials demand practicality over ‘show”.

5. 41% of the 8.4 million homes sold in 2007 to 2009 were to first-time home buyers, up from 35%, and this trend will continue to grow.

Other housing market factors to consider moving forward;

· Smaller households with 60% being two or fewer people and the average household size will continue to decrease.

· Green building will be a must as the housing market recovers as Millennials will demand it as they are highly educated on green construction.

I hope you will agree with me that that is some of the most encouraging demographics I have seen in quite a while!
