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The heading above is only the first of several upcoming changes in how GMHA communicates with its members.  In addition to appearance, you are going to see changes in frequency and how we deliver our “news and views” to you, our member, and our consumers.  We know that each piece of information that we send you has a different level of value and importance to each member. What is always important to us is what you like or don’t like about our communication efforts.  Please do not hesitate to contact us with suggestions or affirmations. 
Because You’re a Member

You will find attached to this newsletter a legislative report compiled and submitted by GMHA legislative consultant Charlotte Gattis.  Please take time to read it, and if you have any questions don’t hesitate to call me.  Charlotte has done an excellent job of summarizing what was in many ways one of the most frustrating legislative sessions in recent memory.  The 2009 Legislative Report is also posted in the Members Only section of the website, www.gmha.com . 


We don’t have to tell you that these are extraordinary times in the manufactured housing industry, and we don’t mean that in a positive way.  Everyone has had to make changes in how they do business, and this applies to GMHA as well.  We know that not only have budgets been reduced, but that many members can’t be away from their business for very long, and especially not on Saturday. With that in mind, we are going to take a different approach to our 2009 Annual Meeting.  Instead of the traditional 3-day event at a nice resort, we are going to “downsize” somewhat, and go a bit more casual. We believe that a one-day event at a central location in the state will provide the most “bang for the buck” for both members and our organization as a whole.


We have scheduled the 2009 GMHA Annual Meeting to be held Thursday, June 18th, at the Central Georgia Convention Complex in Forsyth.  The CGCC has excellent-quality meeting facilities which fit our size group very well, and is located right at exit #186 off I-75.  Our tentative plan is to start our day at 10:00 am and wrap things up by 4:00 pm.  In addition to the specific annual meeting, we will bring in a couple of guest speakers with maybe a small-group breakout session or two.  We are working on something special for lunch, but I can’t give you details just yet.  For those members who can and want to come in early and “network” a bit, there are two Holiday Inn properties adjacent to the Convention Complex, and one of them does have a “refreshment room”.  And if enough golfers are interested, there is a nice golf course just seven miles up the interstate that will host us the afternoon before.  Please mark your calendars now, and be looking for flyers with more details, including registration and sponsorship information.   
Anthony Pedonesi, a professional engineer based in Florida, has written a nice summary of FHA’s failure to acknowledge HUD’s new installation standards for foundations that went into effect last October.  We have attached it for your review.
The Bass Pro Gift Cards are now in stock!  These gift cards are ideal for employee incentive and customer rewards programs, or for your own personal use.  We have both $25 and $50 cards, and in case you have forgotten, you can purchase them from GMHA at a 10% discount.  In addition to the Bass Pro logo, these custom cards also have a new GMHA logo of sorts:
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We hope you like them, and encourage you to give them a try in your marketing efforts.

Also attached to the newsletter is another flyer for the 2009 BAMA JAM that we told you about last month.  If you will recall, BAMA JAM is the largest outdoor music festival in the South, and possibly the country.  It will be held June 4th-6th near Enterprise, Alabama. The producers of the event are working with select trade associations around the South in promoting the event to their members, and we are thrilled to be one of the groups asked to participate.  Verizon Wireless is the title sponsor of BAMA JAM, and they have a limited-time special promotion where you can buy a 3-day pass to the event for $99!  Please see the attached flyer for more details.  If you are a big music fan, especially of country and Southern rock, you will not want to miss BAMA JAM!  
WE NEED YOUR HELP!
The Association of County Commissioners of Georgia (ACCG) will be holding their annual meeting in Savannah April 25-28, and GMHA will be there.  We will have a booth at their trade show on that Saturday and Sunday, and I plan to stick around Monday to network and follow up on weekend discussions.  It would be great if you could make a quick call or drop a note to your commissioner(s) and ask them to stop by the GMHA booth.  And they can register to win a Bass Pro gift card!
MEANWHILE, IN THE NATION’S CAPITAL…
U.S. Senator Johnny Isakson from Georgia is pushing a bill that would give a direct tax credit to any home buyer on any home in the coming year equivalent to the lesser of $15,000 or 10% of the sales price.  This measure has been approved by the Senate and is being considered by the House.  Speaking to a group of realtors and business professionals in Greater North Georgia and Chattanooga, Isakson said, “Our economic crisis started with housing, and our economy will continue to suffer unless we do something now to immediately fix the housing problem.” 

We encourage you to contact your Congressman and express support for this bill.

Late last month U.S. Representative Baron Hill (D-Indiana) introduced H.R. 1749, the “Energy Efficient Manufactured Housing Act of 2009.”  This legislation would offer $7,500 rebates to owners of pre-1976 homes to encourage them to buy Energy Star qualified manufactured homes.  The program would be funded at $1 billion with grant monies awarded by the Department of Energy to state agencies responsible for developing state energy conservation programs.  The monies would be distributed to states on the basis of their proportionate share of homes constructed prior to 1976.  MHI is working with Rep. Hill to refine the bill and explore legislative opportunities to advance this legislation.
HUD Secretary Shaun Donovan says home buyers should be given information about a home’s energy efficiency before they make a purchase, and his agency is collaborating with federal energy agencies to develop a scoring system that will help mortgage lenders factor energy efficiency into underwriting. “If in the long run there’s a cost of $5,000 to upgrade a house that will produce $10,000 in savings over time for utilities, the perfect tool to realize those savings is a mortgage,” according to Donovan.  He notes that Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac, and FHA energy-efficient mortgage programs are underused and need better marketing.
