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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

There are only 4 legislative days left in the 2010 session, and GMHA is very involved in two bills that are still in play.  The current schedule calls for the session to meet on Tuesday and Wednesday of next week, and Tuesday and Thursday of the week after.  The projected April 29 “sine die” will mark the latest end to a session in many years.
House Bill 1196, which will prohibit local governments and the state from mandating fire sprinklers in single-family dwellings, passed the House by a clear margin and should be voted on in the Senate this coming Tuesday.  Do not think for a minute that the fire sprinkler manufacturers and fire chiefs have given up their efforts to defeat this legislation. We need you to stay involved and take action.
We strongly believe that the installation of fire sprinklers in a private residence must remain an individual choice – installation should not mandated by local or state government.  The installation of sprinklers adds thousands of dollars to the cost of a new home, and significantly more on homes that are not on public water and in rural communities. That is why we support HB 1196. 
Your state senator will quite likely be hearing from the fire chiefs – he/she needs to hear from you as well.  Please contact them immediately.  
SB 384, our legislation which would put an end to age-based restrictions on the relocation of pre-owned manufactured homes, will have its committee hearing Tuesday as well.  After it passes out of committee, it must make it through the Rules Committee process before it can move on to the House for a floor vote.  We anticipate it making it to the House on either Day 39 or 40, which will be week after next.  We will let you know if/and/or when we need you to contact your State Rep.  
If you don’t know who your elected state officials are, we recommend you go to www.votesmart.org .  Enter your plus-4 zip code and click on “go”.  This website is easy to use and has a lot of great information, including how to register to vote.
MORE THANK-YOU’S
Last month GMHA Board Chairman Gary Taylor sent out a letter reminding all members of the importance of the GMHA PAC fund, especially in an election year, and asking all members to consider making a contribution to the PAC.  You need to know that not only does Chairman Taylor talk the talk, he also walks the walk – he sent in a personal contribution to the PAC this week.  We also received PAC contributions this week from Five Star Manufactured Homes, Tri-State Distributors and Clayton Homes.    
We know how tough the times are for everyone, and your continued support of GMHA means more than ever.  Thank you!
WELCOME BACK!

We just realized that we have failed to announce the new GMHA members who were approved at the last Board of Directors meeting in January.  Both are communities who had previously been members and came back to us through their participation in our Southeast Symposium II in December.  The new members are:

Logan’s Crossing MHC

Dallas

William Cobb

Pointe South Community

Lavonia
Sam Harbin

CONVENTION IS COMING!

Earlier today we sent out registration and sponsorship forms for the 2010 GMHA Convention, scheduled for June 17 at the Central Georgia Convention Complex in Forsyth, where last year’s convention was held.  Since sending that correspondence out, our lineup of speakers for the business program has really started to take shape.  The most recent addition to the lineup of presenters is Mr. Doug Gorman, owner of HomeMart USA in Tulsa, Oklahoma.  Just this week Mr. Gorman was awarded the Retailer of the Year Award at the National Congress & Expo in Las Vegas, shortly after being named the South Region Retailer of the Year for the 9th time.  He is also a member of the Manufactured Housing Consensus Committee and the co-chairman of the Great Southwest Home Show that will be held later this month in Tulsa.  We are confident that the information and inspiration that Doug will bring to our Convention will be of great interest to all our members, especially our retailers.  If Doug’s name sounds familiar to some of you, it could be because he’s a Marietta native who got his start in the industry right here in Georgia.  

Mr. Gorman joins a growing list of speakers that will include Greg Brooks of Triad Financial, who will talk about retail financing; Chris Stephens, Assistant State Fire Marshal; and Rod Carnes, Deputy Commissioner of the Georgia Department of Banking & Finance.  We are awaiting responses from other notable invited guests, and will let you know of additions to the program as they become available.
POSITIVE ACTION IN CONGRESS


Yesterday, the House Energy and Commerce Committee passed an amendment regarding Energy Efficient Manufactured Homes that could be very beneficial to our industry.  The amendment, sponsored by Rep. Baron Hill of Indiana, would offer $7,500 rebates which may be used to help facilitate the purchase of a new Energy Star qualified home, to replace a pre-1976 home.  In addition, the amendment would provide an additional “decommissioning grant” of up to $2,500, which can only be used to cover the cost of removing the pre-’76 home.  

Replacement of old mobile homes with new Energy Star homes substantially reduces energy use and greatly improves home affordability, easing the financial burden on families struggling to meet monthly homeownership costs.  MHI is advocating inclusion of this Energy Efficient legislation into the “Jobs for Main Street” legislation currently being crafted by Congressional leaders.  

UPCOMING EVENTS

While you have those calendars out, please mark them for the following future GMHA and industry events:

May 13

GMHA Board of Directors
GMHA Office, Atlanta

June 17

GMHA Annual Convention
Central GA Convention Complex, Forsyth

July 12-14 

MHI Summer Meeting

Washington, D.C.

October 14
GMHA PAC Golf Outing

River Forest Golf Club, Forsyth
